
Resolution No. 138        June 18, 2013 
 

Establishing The Ulster County Law Enforcement Sustainability 
And Efficiency Commission 
 

 

Referred to:  The Law Enforcement and Public Safety Committee (Chairman Parete 

and Legislators Belfiglio, Briggs, Ronk and Maio) 

 

Legislators Tracey A. Bartels and David B. Donaldson offer the following: 

 

WHEREAS, providing for and ensuring public safety is a paramount 

responsibility of government; and 
 

WHEREAS, the impact of State mandates and the property tax cap requires 

the County to plan strategically to ensure the sustainability of police protection; and 

 

WHEREAS, a comprehensive study is needed in order to analyze the 

efficiency and coordination of services among the different agencies providing law 

enforcement services within Ulster County, and to reduce the potential for 

duplicating efforts and maximize services to the public; and 

 

WHEREAS, any study of county-wide law enforcement practices must 

account for all sectors of law enforcement efforts, including the District Attorney’s 

Office and Probation Department; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Law Enforcement Sustainability Commission (the 

“Commission”) is tasked with collecting, analyzing and interpreting data and 

information pertaining to the resources of all law enforcement agencies operating 

within Ulster County, and ultimately making recommendations to the County 

Legislature and County Executive to ensure long term, sustainable police protection 

for residents of Ulster County; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Ulster County Legislature shall endeavor to recruit and 

appoint experts in the field who are familiar with Ulster County’s law enforcement 

structure and operation, such as Dr. Gerald Benjamin and Jonathan Drapkin, both of 

whom have expressed a willingness to serve on the Commission; now, therefore, be 

it  

 

RESOLVED, that the Ulster County Legislature hereby establishes the Ulster 

County Law Enforcement Sustainability Commission; and, be it further 

 

RESOLVED, that the Commission shall consist of nine (9) eleven (11) 

members, whose members shall serve without compensation; and, be it further  
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RESOLVED, that the membership of the Commission shall include the Ulster 

County Sheriff, or designee; Majority Leader of the Legislature, or Legislative 

designee; Majority Leader's appointment; Minority Leader of the Legislature, or 

Legislative designee; Minority Leader's appointment; County Executive or 

designee (If declines membership, then the Chair of the Legislature or designee);  

District Attorney or designee; Representative of the Ulster County Police Chief's 

Association who shall be an active Municipal Police Chief; Representative of the 

Ulster County Association of Town Supervisors and Village Mayors who shall 

have a Municipal Police Department; Representative of the New York State 

Police appointed by the Superintendent of the New York State Police (If declines 

membership, the Commission shall consist of only ten members); Representative 

of the Ulster County Association of Town Supervisors and Village Mayors who 

does not have a Municipal Police Department  and the balance of membership 

shall be appointed equally by the Majority and Minority Leaders of the Legislature 

respectively;  and, be it further 

 

RESOLVED, that all appointments to the Commission shall be made within 

thirty (30) days from the passage of this resolution, and the Commission shall first 

meet within thirty (30) days thereafter; and, be it further 

 

RESOLVED, that the Commission shall comprehensively review the required 

law enforcement needs of the County and the current inventory of available resources 

from all law enforcement agencies operating within Ulster County; and, be it further 

 

RESOLVED, that in furtherance of its objective, the Commission is 

authorized to seek information from the various law enforcement agencies operating 

with Ulster County, as well as any other agency or group it deems prudent; and, be it 

further 

 

RESOLVED, that within six (6) months of its initial meeting the Commission 

shall provide a written report, including its recommendations for long term 

sustainable police protection, to the Ulster County Legislature and the County 

Executive, 

 

and moves its adoption. 
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    ADOPTED AS AMENDED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 

 

    AYES:     13  NOES:     7 

    (Noes: Legislators Aiello, Belfiglio, Bernardo, Fabiano, 

    Maio, Roberts and Wawro) 

    (Legislator Robert Parete arrived at 7:28 PM,   

    Legislator Mary Wawro arrived at 7:49 PM, 

    Legislator Harris left at 7:45 PM,  

    Legislator Briggs left at 8:30 PM,    

    Legislator Lopez left at 9:30 PM)    

         

 

Defeated in Committee:  Law Enforcement and Public Safety on June 4, 2013 

 

 

FINANCIAL IMPACT: 

NONE 

 

0194.2 

 

 

 

Legislator Ronk motioned, Seconded by Legislator Richard Parete, to change the 

make-up of the Commission to 11 members, instead of 9 members as described in the 

second RESOLVED, and to change the Commission membership described in the 

third RESOLVED to instead be the following: 

 

1. Sheriff or designee 

2. Majority Leader or Legislative designee 

3. Majority Leader's appointment 

4. Minority Leader or Legislative designee 

5. Minority Leader's appointment 

6. County Executive or designee; if declines membership, then the Chair of the 

Legislature or designee 

7. District Attorney or designee 

8. Representative of the Ulster County Police Chief's Association who shall be an 

active Municipal Police Chief 

9. Representative of the Ulster County Association of Town Supervisors and Village 

Mayors who shall have a Municipal Police Department 
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10.Representative of the New York State Police appointed by the Superintendent of 

the New York State Police; if declines membership, the Commission shall consist 

of only ten members 

11.Representative of the Ulster County Association of Town Supervisors and             

      Village Mayors who does not have a Municipal Police Department 

 

 

    MOTION ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 

 

    AYES:     20  NOES:     0 

    (Legislator Robert Parete arrived at 7:28 PM,   

    Legislator Mary Wawro arrived at 7:49 PM, 

    Legislator Harris left at 7:45 PM,  

    Legislator Briggs left at 8:30 PM,    

    Legislator Lopez left at 9:30 PM)    

 

 

 
STATE OF NEW YORK 

                                            ss: 

COUNTY OF ULSTER 

 

 

This is to certify that I, the undersigned Clerk of the Legislature of the County of Ulster have compared the 

foregoing resolution with the original resolution now on file in the office of said clerk, and which was adopted by said 

Legislature on the 18th Day of June, 2013, and that the same is a true and correct transcript of said resolution and of the 

whole thereof. 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and seal of the County of Ulster this 20th Day of June in 

the year Two Thousand and Thirteen. 

 
 

|s| Victoria A. Fabella 

Victoria A. Fabella, Clerk 

Ulster County Legislature   

 

 

  

Submitted to the County Executive this                  Approved by the County Executive this 

20th Day of June, 2013.                  24th Day of June, 2013. 

 

 

|s| Victoria A. Fabella                                                          |s| Michael P Hein 

Victoria A. Fabella, Clerk      Michael P. Hein, County Executive 

Ulster County Legislature 
 

 


